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Money Smart Kids
By Damyanti

We all want our kids to be financially-savvy adults one
day, but it’s become increasingly difficult in today’s swag
culture. Here are some ideas to begin your child’s
journey toward financial independence.

Teach kids how to shop.
A trip to the grocery store can provide endless lessons in bargain-hunting and comparison
pricing. While this can be done in nearly any store, it’s most effective in a grocery store
because of the large number of choices available. Show your child two boxes of similarlypriced cereal and discuss the difference. It’s a great way to introduce the concept of getting
the same value for less money.

Make coupon clipping a family activity.
By showing your children the value of saving money and by making it fun,
you are potentially building a habit that will remain over the long term.
Explain that using coupons for items you will buy anyway is like
finding money. Spark coupon interest by putting away the money
these coupons help save, and then allow your children to pick
an activity for a family night out using that money.
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For up-to-the-minute buzz-worthy topics, follow us at Twitter.com/BuckarooFamily
Heather Morris
Fergie
Vince Vaughn
Shakira
Jimmy Fallon
Kristin Bell & Dax Shepard
Tracy Morgan
Jessica Simpson
Busy Phillips

Cricket
Ace
Maven Sonae
Vernon
Axl Jack
Milan
Winnie
Elijah
Lincoln

Answers: Heather Morris/Elijah; Fergie/Axl Jack; Vince Vaughn/Vernon;
Jimmy Fallon/Winnie; Tracy Morgan/Maven Sonae; Jessica Simpson/Ace;
Kristin Bell & Dax Shepard/Lincoln; Shakira/Milan; Busy Phillips/Cricket

Eat at home as
often as possible.
It’s no secret that, when time is tight, eating out can
provide a quick and easy solution. Unfortunately, it’s also
an easy way to overspend on food. Families can benefit
from healthy, well-balanced meals prepared at home.
As an added bonus, you can get the entire family
involved in preparing meals, which will teach kids
how to cook for themselves when they’re older.

Make it a game.
Allow your children to come up with their own
cost savings strategies and then keep track of who
can come up with the most savings each month. By
making it fun and by offering an incentive, you can
keep your children interested and engaged in the
concept of saving.
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Can you match the new celebrity parent with their baby?
Over the past year, some of our favorite celebrities welcomed new additions
to their families. And if there’s one thing we can count on, it’s for celebrities to
choose unique baby names. (We’re looking at you, Gwyneth Paltrow!) From
the cute to the curious, here are the babies who made their debut in 2013.

Name the Celebrity B

aby

#BuckarooBuzz

A look at pop culture, movies, music and more!
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Insure Your

Teen Driver

SAVING MONEY WITH ONE HIP DADDY

Without Breaking

the Bank

“Scary Monsters”

By Megan Black

I recently watched Monsters University
with my daughters during a family movie
night. While my girls laughed at Mike
and Sulley’s adventures, I sat back and
admired Pixar’s detailed and accurate
portrayal of the college experience.

Having a teen driver can be a scary thing for
parents, but it doesn’t have to be a financial
nightmare. There are ways to keep insurance
rates low while still making sure that your
new driver is safe and covered. Keep these
few tips in mind to ensure that you get the
best deal when insuring your kids.

Then it occurred to me that Pixar had missed something.
The movie describes a university whose sole goal is
to teach young monsters how to be scary. After
all, the entire monster universe depends on
capturing the screams of frightened children. Yet
Pixar missed the perfect opportunity to portray the
scariest, most frightening part of college life—tuition!

Better school performance
can help reduce rates.
Nearly every insurance company equates higher grades and good
attendance with a higher level of personal responsibility in teens. Talk
with your teen as early as possible about how their school performance
can affect your willingness to insure them to drive.

The movie never mentions student loans,
housing, books, or the many other
expenses that are part of obtaining a
higher education. OK, I know that a
movie showing stressed-out monsters
filling out FAFSA applications or
parents taking a second mortgage
on the house to cover tuition may not
fall under the “family entertainment”
banner, but it might have made a
good gag. Who knows, maybe the
filmmakers thought about it...and
realized it was a little too scary.

Provide a safe and reliable car.
Teen drivers’ rates are based partially on the vehicle they drive.
It’s no surprise that a 16-year old driving a new sports car is considered
to be a higher risk! An older model sedan or small SUV is a better choice not
only for lower insurance rates, but for the overall safety of your teen driver.

Promote safe driving.
Traffic tickets, accidents and parking tickets can all raise rates sky high.
Talk to your teen and try to head off unsafe driving from the start. Some
companies offer incentives to young drivers such as safe driving
“contracts” and pledges not to text while driving.
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Turn off the water.
For past generations that didn’t have
easy access to running water, letting
the
faucet run wasn’t an option. The shav
ing
cup was a common household item
in the 1800s.
Even in the 1900s, people stopped the
shower before
lathering up, and then turned it on agai
n to rinse.

Here comes the sun.
The sun’s natural energy was used to
not only dry
clothes, but to add a few degrees to
the home.
Opening your home’s drapes when the
sun is
facing the windows, and closing the
drapes
as the light leaves can introduce mor
e
warmth to your house and help to lock
it in—thus reducing your heating bill.

Get your hands wet.
In the vintage household, it was
customary to wash dishes by hand.
By saving the hot water you drain
from cooking and using it to pre-was
h
and degrease pots, clean-up will not
only
be easier, but more energy efficient
.

Jammies and a nightcap.
A good pair of warm pajamas could
be found
in every nineteenth century wardrobe
.
Add a matching nightcap, and
you’ll stay warm without turning
up the heat. Not only will you
rock a cool retro look—you’ll
also reduce bed head!

Have you tried everything to make the most of your small space? Here are three creative ideas that may surprise you.

to Make Small Rooms

Seem Large
by Antonia Anderson

Daddy-0!

With retro fashion all the rag
e, why not take the trend fur
ther and
maintain a vintage household,
too? Many tips and tricks use
d by
our grandparents—and their
parents—to save money have
been
lost during the recent decade
s of cheap energy. These sim
ple
tricks of yore can help lead
the way to a healthy and
financially responsible future
. By Levon Harding

1

Bring nature
indoors.
Inviting the great outdoors into
your home sets a breezy, open
ambience. But don't go overboard
and clutter up your living space
with potted plants—be
selective. Choose one or two
natural items to enhance your
small rooms.

2

Indulge in serious
reflection.
Hanging a mirror on the wall gives
the impression that your small
room is much larger than it really
is. The larger the mirror, the more
dramatic this effect. It can also
help you keep an eye on the kids
when you’re in the next room!

3

Choose a single
focal point.
This may not be easy if your room
is cluttered with toys, but if you
keep the eye from being drawn
all over the place, you can avoid
having the sense that the room
is too small. A single focal point can be as
simple as a couch with a couple of throw cushions.

