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Get Financially Fit

A New Partnership that Fosters Local Entrepreneurship

At VSECU, we see financial literacy as
a basic need. We are gearing up for a
dynamic duo of April financial literacy
celebrations—National Credit Union
Youth Month and Financial Literacy
Month. This year, the youth month
theme is “Credit Union Strong,” opening
up opportunities to help youth become
more financially fit. We look forward to
accomplishing this by offering financial
literacy events in schools and in VSECU
branches around Vermont. We will also
offer adult webinars and presentations
designed to help people eighteen and
older improve their financial literacy.

In February, we announced a new
strategic partnership with Vermontbased equity crowdfunding company
Milk Money. The partnership is designed
to empower local entrepreneurs and
drive Vermont business development.

Visit vsecu.com/FinancialLiteracyMonth
to learn more about our April financial
literacy events and to access tools, games,
and resources for all ages.

Collaborating with Milk Money is part
of our evolving vision that aims, in part,
to bring people together to empower
the possibilities for greater financial and
social prosperity. As a Vermont-based
cooperative, we have always believed
that investing locally is a key part of
reducing economic and social challenges
faced by people across the state.
Milk Money was founded by Janice
Shade and Louisa Schibli in February
2015, two seasoned entrepreneurs with

experience in business development,
brand management, strategic planning,
and financial analysis. Thus far, they have
attracted three entrepreneurs, who are
seeking investment capital. We are excited
to power their efforts to strengthen the
health of our business communities.

Thinking of investing? Need capital
to achieve entrepreneurial success?
Learn more at milkmoneyvt.com

Milk Money is powered by VSECU through its wholly
owned, independently operated, subsidiary, Vermont
Heritage Financial Group, Inc. Investments made
through Milk Money are not federally insured by
NCUA, involve investment risk, may lose value and are
not obligations of or guaranteed by the credit union.

How does Milk Money work?
Milk Money is an online platform where Vermont entrepreneurs and investors connect. With guidance,
entrepreneurs develop a business plan and offering, and design a campaign. Investors review the campaigns
and choose the appropriate investment for them.When interest meets need, everyone wins.

When You Look at Your Bike, What Do You See?

Card Skimming Alert!

Not everyone looks at their bike in the
same way. Some see their bike as an
exercise machine that will help them
burn calories and improve their muscle
tone. They may even find it to be a useful
social tool that enables them to join in on
group adventures by road or trail. Others
view their bike as a vehicle that gets them
to work or into town when they don’t
have a ride. And some perceive it as an
environmental statement that enables
them to get their work done without
clogging the air with exhaust.

Card skimming is an evolving scheme used
by fraudsters to lift account information
from payment cards. Card skimmers are
small devices, placed in the card reader
of an ATM or gas pump, to capture your
data for fraudulent use.

Whether you ride a road, fat, mountain,
tandem, electric-assist, or cargo bike,
biking contributes to the health of your
mind and body, allowing you to enjoy
the outdoors without undue harm to
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the planet. If you don’t yet own a bike,
consider purchasing one this spring. If
you’re concerned about cost, an Energy
Improvement Loan through VSECU can
help. If you use your bike to get to work
or to get around town, the savings in gas
alone may cover the price of the bike.
Find out about our Energy Improvement
Loan by visiting our Energy Savings
Loans section at www.vsecu.com/vgreen

According to our senior loss prevention
specialist, Steve Timmons:
• Some skimmers are visible, slightly
offset from the reader
• Newer skimmers fit inside the reader
• If you notice a skimmer, tell the ATM
owner or station attendant

If you are concerned about skimming,
check your accounts to make sure there
have been no unusual transactions.

TIPS: Spring Time is Home Buying Time
Know What You’re Getting Into
Buying a home is a BIG decision and if
you are in the market for a new home,
you may feel overwhelmed. After all,
you have a lot of work to do before you
sign papers, pack your plates in bubble
wrap, and pick out curtains. Navigating
the process is not easy, so we’ve got
some first steps to help you get started:
1. Check and Clean Your Credit Score—Your mortgage lender will want to see a
clean credit report, so check your score now and clean up any inaccuracies or issues.
2. Determine Your Spending Limit—It’s time to take a hard look at your finances.
What are your current monthly expenses and how much more can you afford to
spend? All expenses count!
3. Consider Different Loan/Interest Types—Do you need a conventional mortgage?
A mobile home or energy improvement mortgage? Do you qualify for a special
program mortgage? Are you more comfortable with fixed rates or adjustable?
Research your options carefully.
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