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With The LEGO Movie finishing up a great box office
run, it should be of little surprise that the building
sets are in high demand. Unfortunately, LEGOs aren’t
cheap. Here are some tips to keep your little
builder happy, while you save a few dollars.
Know your prices.
Learn how much the different sets normally cost. This will give you
the ability to determine quickly if the sales you find are good deals.

Subscribe to the free
LEGO magazine.

The articles in this newsletter are designed for informational purposes only and are not intended as financial
advice. Neither the credit union, nor any of its independent providers is liable for any informational errors,
incompleteness, or delays, or for any actions taken in reliance on information contained herein. Readers are always
encouraged to check and confirm the information with other sources and through direct professional contact.

Yes, it’s a giant ad, but it also comes packed with free games,
creative ideas, and keeps you updated on current prices and sets.
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Buy used.
LEGOs’ hard plastic make them durable—they’re the perfect
second-hand toy. Yard sales are great places to find used sets, or
you can buy LEGOs by the pound (and sorted by color) on eBay.
Be sure to sanitize LEGOs before playtime. A mesh bag in the
dishwasher should work well.

For up-to-the-minute buzz-worthy topics, follow us at Twitter.com/BuckarooFamily
The “Sex in the City” star told Parade Magazine that her
son wears her nephews' hand-me-downs. She explained
that growing up in a family that relied on welfare
encouraged her to avoid spoiling her son.

Try big box retailers.
Be on the lookout for deals from Wal-Mart online, as
well as “buy one, get one 50%” deals at Toys R Us
throughout the year. Target and Kmart also offer
the occasional “clearance sale”.

Sarah Jessica Parker
This Beverly Hills 90210 alum shared her secret for
back-to-school savings: She saves money by mixing and
matching existing clothes with a few new items for her kids.

Go the non-collector route.
Because of their limited release, licensed sets from
Marvel and Harry Potter can fetch top dollar. Show your
child how they can get more bang for their buck with a
non-collector set.
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Former “Vampire Slayer” says she likes to avoid paying fullprice on items whenever possible. She explained that she clips
coupons and doesn’t think you should pay more for something
when you can pay less.

Sarah Michelle Gellar
The star of Disney’s “Frozen”, says that she likes a good deal.
“I use a lot of coupons," she said during an interview on
“Conan”. She also admitted that she sometimes sneaks into
her neighbor’s yard to “borrow” Bed, Bath & Beyond coupons.

Kristen Bell

A look at pop culture, movies, music and more!
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The

Do's & Don'ts
By April Aragam

Buying in bulk can have great financial
benefits, but if not done right, you can find
yourself wasting money instead of saving it.

Three Ways to
Overspend at the

Grocer y Store

Tired of out-of-control
grocery expenses? Avoid
these three common By Jay Motes
shopping mistakes.

1

SHOPPING
without a list.

A list will keep you focused on what you need,
as well as help you
avoid impulse buys that can drive up costs. Befor
e you leave the
house, use your list to search online for coupons
and other deals.

2

SHOPPING
with the kids.

designed to grab the
Stores are experts at product placements
displays around every corner
attention of young shoppers. There are
d toys for kids to spot.
featuring cookies, candies and overprice
kids whenever possible.
Avoid the temptation and shop without

3

SHOPPING
while hungry.

A shopper who goes into the store hungry is more
likely to buy
impulse items and ready-to-eat foods. If you have
to shop before
eating, consider a quick healthy snack such as an
apple before
heading to the store.

Some people overspend when buying in bulk because they buy things that they
don't really need—and in large quantities! To be a successful bulk shopper, all it
takes is a little planning. Here are our do’s and don’ts for bulk shopping:

DO: Buy things that won’t go bad
If you have a small family, buying things such as pastries, cheese, or huge cans of
food that you can't freeze for later use can be wasteful. Anything you buy in large
amounts should either be non-perishable (toilet paper, garbage bags, flour, sugar)
or something you can freeze.

DON’T: Clutter your home
The last thing you want is for your home to look like a warehouse. Wait until
you're running low on a certain item before making extra purchases. Don't buy
more food than you can fit into your freezer or pantry.

DO: Make a meal plan
If you're buying enough food for a month, plan out your meals before you make any
purchases. Buy items that you can use in multiple meals instead of just one or two.

DON’T: Bulk shop every week
Limit bulk shopping once a month. Shop for extra fruits and veggies that you need
weekly at a smaller store. Weekly bulk shopping increases the chance of buying
things you don’t need, costing
you more in the long run.

“To be a successful
bulk shopper, all
it takes is a little
planning.”

$

of Buying In Bulk

Planning a Successful $ $ $
“Parents’ Night Out” Fundraiser
Many busy parents are eager to enjoy a “kid-free” date night every so
often. By sponsoring a “Parents’ Night Out” fundraiser, your organization
can raise money, while providing parents
with a safe and friendly night of childcare.
Here are a few suggestions to help you
plan your fundraiser. By Allison Whisler

Secure a location.
Find a place with children’s classrooms and toys already available.
If your group has a religious affiliation, a church may be willing to host your event
for little or no charge. You can also look into a community center or private school.

Set your price.
If you set a flat rate fee per child, you might lose out on parents
who may be willing to give more to your fundraiser. On the other
hand, asking for a donation allows for greater generosity, but
there’s a potential for being underpaid. A happy medium is to
set a suggested donation fee, or have a tip basket in view.

Promote your fundraiser.
Create flyers and be creative with how you spread the word. Include registration
information, as well as what ages you’ll be watching. A brief schedule of planned
activities will generate excitement. Reach out to parents associated with your
organization, as well as community groups where young families can be found.
If you have a Facebook page, be sure to spread the word to your fans.

SAVING MONEY WITH ONE HIP DADDY

“Furby Boom (or Bust)”
Finding fun and meaningful ways to teach pre-schoolers the value of money isn’t easy—but I may have stumbled onto the
holy grail of financial play: Furby Boom. My daughter (age 4) received one for Christmas and has been obsessed ever since.
Here’s how it works: Furby is a furry robot that interacts with an iPad. My daughter can give it virtual showers, feed it and decorate
Furby’s house. There are standard accessories, but if she wants to add premium items (like a virtual chandelier or feed it a birthday cake),
it’s going to cost her. Fortunately, we’re not talking real money, but Furbucks. And the only way to earn Furbucks is to be patient and
tend to Furby’s needs (there are no in-app purchases).
In a matter of days, my daughter has had to make tough choices on how best to spend her Furbucks, as well as
learn to earn more. She’s hasn’t always chosen wisely (she was disappointed with a mud shower that cost
500 Furbucks). But this is all part of the learning process—lessons that are easy on my wallet.
Daddy-0!

